Nature begins to awake from its long winter slep. This season is seen as a time of growth, renewal and new life. Nights get shorter and days get longer. There is more sunshine and it becomes warmer and warmer. The snow melts and there may be floods in the regions through which the rivers pass. Soon in gardens and woods the first flowers appear. Birds , such as swallows, come back from the south and we can hear their singing again. The weather is really unpredictable and changeable. The temperatures are often below zero at night although days may be quite warm. Sometimes the sun shines and soon after it is overcast or it sleets, pours with rain or it may even snow. One cannot go out without a raincoat and a thick sweater, boots, a cap or even gloves. But when it clears up, the air is fresh and people go for walks and enjoy good weather. 
Schoolchildren love this season best because they have two months of holidays ahead. Everybody starts to be more interested in the weather because people set out on journeys and take holidays. The temperature rises to 25°C or more and we may even have many fine days in a row. The sky is often clear and bright, it is sunny and dead calm, no wind blows and sometimes we suffer from a heat wave which means that the weather is hot and dry and even the water is too warm to bring refreshment to swimmers. If it stays fine too long, it becomes unbearable and we wish the rain would come.

Rain often comes in the form of a storm. All of a sudden the sky clouds over, it gets dark and cools down, a breeze changes into a strong wind and the storm is about to break. Then there is a crash of thunder and a flash of lightning and a heavy downpour. People who happen to be outside seek shelter from the rain but still often they get wet to the skin. It is dangerous to stand under a tree during a storm because the lightning might hit it. After the storm dies down a rainbow may appear in the sky and you can see puddles everywhere.  
In this season sun sets earlier and rises later and days get shorter. The nice weather breaks although we can still enjoy a few fine days of Indian summer. In the gardens it is the time of harvest, we pick apples and other fruits, gather potatoes and so on. Grass turns yellow and gets dry. We are delighted with the colours of leafy trees in the woods. Many people go mushrooming. This colourful period does not last long because soon the trees shed their leaves and they are bare. Bird flock together and set out on the journey to the south. The sky is often cloudy, mornings are dull and it looks like rain. As the temperature continues to drop, it becomes chilly and wet and it may drizzle. There may be passing showers or the rain may be steady. The first frosts come and a cold wind blows from the north. In such a weather one may get cold easily and catch a cold or flu. 
Typical weather in this period brings snowfall, icy wind and hard frosts. We can enjoy skiing in the mountains and hills covered with a thick layer of fluffy snow and we admire the winter landscape. Children enjoy various pleasure, such as throwing snowballs, building snowmen, sledging, sliding and skating on frozen ponds or lakes. The roads become icy and slippery and it makes driving dangerous because you can skid easily. It often snows but it is pleasant to watch snowflakes from a cosy warm rooms. 
In severe winters gardeners often become worried about their fruit trees and animals may freeze to death, that is why we have to feed them. Fortunately winter like that are rare. But no matter what kind of winter it is, finally the snow melts and paths are full of mud and slush. Spring comes earlier to the the lowlands while in the highlands snow-capped mountains look beautiful till April. But sometimes even in summer icy winds start blowing and it pours with rain and we shiver with cold in the tents and curse the weather because our holiday is spoilt. Nature is unpredictable and you can never rely on the weather, which makes it frequent topic of a conversation. 
